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News Briefs

uaries
Beth Austin-Shortt

MCI Announces Public Meeting
Regarding Coventry Landfill

Beth Austin-Shortt, 65, of Wells
River, Vt., passed away Tuesday,
Aug. 28, 2018, at Mass. General
Hospital in Boston while her partner Max and daughter Robin held
her hands.
Beth was born in Waltham,
Mass., and lived most of her life
in Groton, Vt.
She worked for many years at
Cottage Hospital in Woodsville,
N.H., including working for the
ambulance service, where she was
a CPR instructor and an EMT. Her
last 13 years of employment were
at Blue Mountain Union School in Wells River, aiding in the education
of BMU children.
Beth was instrumental in helping to establish the Groton/Ryegate
Fast Squad in 1986. This fast squad has been an important and integral
part of the Groton Fire Department and the Groton/Ryegate communities area for the past 32 years.
Beth and her partner Max Robitzer moved to their home in Wells
River in 2012, adding their little Dog Benji in 2016.
She had four children: Robin Willis of Danville, Vt., Brenda and husband Chub Bruleigh of Groton, Vt., Jonathan Austin-Shortt and partner
Tosha Cochran of Danville, Vt., and Joel Austin-Shortt of Plymouth,
N.H. Her grandchildren included Samantha, Megan, Steven, Hannah,
Isabella, Ferdinand, Tenika and Taylor. She also had two great-grandchildren, Carter and Carabella.
There will be an informal time of fun and remembrance at Beth and
Max’s home, 1775 Route 302, Wells River on Sunday, Sept. 16, from
1-3 p.m.
Donations in Beth’s memory can be made to be made to the Groton/
Ryegate Fast Squad, 1476 Scott Hwy, Groton, VT. Please consider registering to be a life giving donor at www.donatelife.net. Both of these
organizations were important to Beth.
Max Robitzer and Beth’s family wants to sincerely thank everyone
for all the hugs, love, donations, support and help during her attempted
journey for new lungs. She had been very excited to begin living a near
normal life again.

A group of Vermont citizens who founded DUMP (Don’t Undermine
Memphremagog Purity) are organizing a public meeting to raise awareness regarding the expansion of the Coventry landfill site. The meeting
will take place on Monday, Sept. 10, at 7 p.m. at the Gateway Centre, 84
Fyfe Drive in Newport, Vermont.
At this meeting, several invited guests will participate in a panel discussion, including two representatives of Memphremagog Conservation
Inc., Robert Benoit, volunteer president, and Ariane Orjikh, general
manager.
Organizers of the event invite Canadian citizens to attend this meeting, which will answer questions on the impact of this landfill site on
Lake Memphremagog and on the regions’ drinking water.
Please confirm your intention to attend by email to info@memphremagog.org.
The Coventry landfill site, operated by Casella Waste Systems, is
the only landfill site in Vermont, accepting garbage from all parts of
Vermont as well as from several nearby states. The landfill is situated
close to the Black river, Lake Memphremagog’s principal tributary. For
several years now, MCI has been monitoring the site, and has raised
serious concerns regarding the increase in Casella’s operation of the site.
The capacity of the site, initially 270,000 tons annually, was increased
to 370,000 tons annually in 2005, and to 600,000 tons annually in 2013.
A permit application has now been submitted to increase the size of the
site to 129 acres (an increase of 51 acres), which will allow the site to
continue operating for another 22 years.
The landfill is situated at the top of the Lake Memphremagog watershed, from which 185,000 people get their drinking water, including the
Cities of Sherbrooke and Magog. MCI believes that this site poses a real
danger to the public and that a principle of precaution should be applied.
MCI also believes that this site, parts of which are less than 100 metres from the Black river, should never have been authorized in the first
place. An operational failure, a natural disaster, a flood or an earthquake
would have disastrous consequences for the lake and the population, and
therefore the site should be closed.
MCI also believes that the leachate, often referred to as garbage juice,
should be treated elsewhere than at the Newport treatment plant, whose
effluent is emptied into Lake Memphremagog. This plant was not designed to treat leachate and does not carry out any toxicity tests required
to assess its impact on the quality of the lake’s water. An independent
study should be undertaken to assess the danger that this landfill site
poses to the quality of Lake Memphremagog’s water.
Memphrémagog Conservation Inc. P.O. Box 70, Magog, Qc J1X
3W7 (819) 340-8721 www.memphremagog.org

POLICE LOGS

UVM Offers Historic Tours
Through Mid-October

Newbury Driver Cited After
Narrowly Missing Hitting Child

RYEGATE — State police charged a 21-year-old Newbury man with
careless and negligent operation after he was witnessed speeding near a
playground and nearly striking a 3-year-old child, according to a news
release.
State police from the St. Johnsbury barracks on Aug. 24 about 6 p.m.
responded to a complaint of a vehicle nearly striking a child near Wallace
Street, according to the release.
“Troopers were told the child was playing at a playground and was
standing next to the roadway when a vehicle sped down the roadway in
a reckless manner, nearly striking the child before speeding back past the
child,” the police report about the incident stated.
Troopers located the vehicle and spoke to the operator, who was
identified as Joshua Kearney, 21, of Newbury.
Kearney was issued a citation to appear in Caledonia County Superior
Court on Oct. 8 to answer the charge of careless and negligent operation,
police said.

BURLINGTON, Vt. (AP) — The University of Vermont is offering
historic tours of the campus through mid-October.
The free weekly tours take place beginning Saturday mornings.
UVM was founded in 1791 and has more than a dozen buildings on
the National Register of Historic Places.
The tour visits a number of historic buildings on campus. The guide
also talks about interesting people who have been part of the school’s
history such as founder Ira Allen, a Revolutionary War hero and real
estate speculator and alumnus John Dewey, an American philosopher
whose grave is on campus.
The tour begins at the statue of Ira Allen, south of the fountain on the
UVM green. No tour is planned on Sept. 29.

NOAA Funds Projects To Reduce
Bycatch With Engineering

Police were advised around 2 p.m. on Aug. 26 that Sanford Cota, 76,
of North Troy, was at a residence in North Troy which violated his court
ordered conditions of release. Police say attempts were made to contact the
witness but were unsuccessful.
On Aug. 29, troopers responded to the same residence where Cota
was allegedly located, placing him in direct violation of his conditions of
release, say police.
Cota was cited to appear in Orleans County Court on September 4.

PORTLAND, Maine (AP) — A group of organizations is getting
more than $2 million in grants to use engineering to try to reduce bycatch in fisheries.
Bycatch is the term for when fish and other animals are accidentally
caught with gear that was seeking a different species. Bycatch poses
problems for rare species of dolphins, turtles, sharks and other animals.
The National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration is awarding
more than $2.3 million to 14 projects as part of its 2018 Bycatch Reduction Engineering Program.
One of the recipients is Duke University, which will test the applicability of sensory-based bycatch reduction technology. Duke’s project
seeks to reduce sea turtle bycatch in North Carolina.
Massachusetts Division of Marine Fisheries is getting money to create
a tool to reduce bycatch among recreational Gulf of Maine fishermen.
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North Troy Man Arrested After
Allegedly Violating Conditions
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